WARMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1906. 


Warminster,  February  15,  15)07. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  duty  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  as  to  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  district. 


DEATH  RATE. 

From  the  tabular  forms  accompanying1  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
deaths  of  103  persons  were  registered  in  the  district,  which  gives  a  death  rate  of 
Hr 5  per  1000,  but  the  names  of  11  persons  belonging  to  the  district  and  dying 
in  the  Workhouse  and  Warminster  Cottage  Hospital  increases  the  number  of 
deaths  to  114,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  184)2  per  1000. 

The  ages  of  death  ranged  from  one  day  to  89  years,  and  the  deaths  of 
persons  over  80  years  of  age  numbered  16.  The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  vear 
of  age  numbered  12,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  94  per  1000  children  horn.  With 
regards  to  seasons,  there  were  29  deaths  in  the  first  quarter,  20  in  the  second,  22 
in  the  third,  and  32  in  the  last.  One  death  occurred  from  Whooping  Cough, 
three  from  Phthisis,  and  five  from  Cancer. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  births,  which  are  much  above  the  average  of  the  last  five  years, 
number  127,  equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  20'4  per  1000. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I  need  hardly  allude  to  the  presence  of  infectious  disease  during  the- year, 
as  only  four  cases  were  notified  to  me,  viz.  :  one  of  Diphtheria,  one  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  one  of  Erysipilas,  and  one  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supply  is  varied  and  abundant,  deep  and  shallow  wells  abound 
as  well  as  natural  springs,  the  latter  are  particularly  noticeable  in  the  parishes 
of  Horningsham,  Corsley  and  Sherrington.  In  these  villages  the  springs  are 
continuous  through  the  vear,  but  in  the  villages  of  Imber  and  Chitterne  the 
springs  only  rise  in  winter  or  early  spring,  and  are  dependent  on  the  rainfalls, 
and  fail  more  or  less  through  the  summer  and  autumn. 

The  Water  Supply  which  has  served  the  parish  of  Corsley  for  some  years 
has  now  been  extended  to  Chapmanslade,  and  I  am  pleased  to  record  that  Upton 
Scudamore  has  at  last  a  capital  service  of  water  from  a  deep  well,  from  which 
water  is  pumped  into  a  reservoir  capable  of  holding  about  30,000  gallons,  by  one 


of  Titt’s  wind  engines,  and  on  my  inspection  of  the  village  a  short  time  back.  I 
found  that,  with  the  exception  of  six  cottages  the  property  of  Mr.  Temple,  the 
water  was  in  general  use,  and  much  appreciated  bv  every  household.  On  looking 
back  I  find  it  was  in  my  report  for  the  year  1901,  that  I  brought  this  matter 
before  the  Council  for  their  consideration,  and  I  am  sure  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Miss  Wheeler  for  her  kind  and  generous  gift. 
Heytesbury,  Norton- Bavant,  and  part  of  Stockton  have  an  efficient  water  supply, 
and  Bishopstrow  is  supplied  by  the  Warminster  town  mains. 


COTTAGE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  cottage  accommodation  is  ample  for  the  present  population  and  of 
average  quality.  In  some  of  the  villages  there  are  a  number  of  void  cottages, 
and  what  I  particularly  notice  in  mwinspection  of  the  villages  is  that  whereas  a 
few  years  ago  I  found  in  the  majority  of  the  cottages,  six,  eight,  or  ten  children. 
T  now  find  the  majority  occupied  by  aged  people  or  families  of  four  or  five 
•  children.  The  result  of  my  visits  to  the  various  villages  has  been  regularly 
reported  to  the  Council  at  their  monthly  meetings,  and  1  now  append  a  few 
remarks  on  those  inspections. 


Imber.  This  is  a  passable  village,  some  of  the  very  old  cottages  at  the 
entrance  to  the  village  are  now  unoccupied.  Milk  is  a  verv  scarce  commodity, 
and  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain  the  number  of  cows  in  the  village  was  under  six. 

O 

Chitterne.  Ther  e  are  a  number  of  badly  constructed  cottages,  particularly 
in  Bidden  Lane  and  Townsend,  but  many  in  the  latter  locality  are  void. 

Stockton.  The  cottages  are  improved  but  I  reported  thar  the  drainage 
of  Stockton  House  was  discharged  into  the  river,  and  I  believe  steps  are  being 
taken  to  remedy  the  mischief. 

Sherrington,  Boyton  and  Corton  lie  very  low  and  are  damp  and 

unhealthy  in  winter,  some  of  the  cottages  are  of  very  ancient  type. 

Upton  Lovell.  The  cottages  are  of  a  superior  type,  but  I  had  complaints 
from  a  few  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  manufacture  of 
American  cloth  by  a  firm  who  had  opened  a  portion  of  the  old  factory  for  that 
purpose.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  a  source  of  annoyance  at  times  to  people  living- 
near,  but  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  a 
matter  for  the  Council  to  take  action. 

Codford.  The  surface  drainage  at  the  lower  part  of  the  village  is  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

Heytesbury  and  Norton  Bavant.  Both  these  villages  have  a  water 
supply  from  the  same  source.  The  cottage  accommodation  in  both  villages  is 
good  and  ample. 

’  ,  .  «  *  ' 

The  Deverills*  and  Crockerton.  T  here  is  an  abundant  supply  of 
water  in  these  villages,  but  chiefly  from  shallow  dip  wells,  which  is  not  by  any 
means  satisfactory. 


Corsley  and  Horningsham.  Water  supply  ample  and  good,  there  are 
very  few  inferior  cottages  in  these  parishes. 

Upton  Scudamore.  There  are  fewer  unoccupied  cottages  in  this  village 
than  in  other  villages  in  the  district. 


INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Great  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  conditions  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds 
in  the  district.  Taken  generally  there  is  a  great  improvement  in  the  surround¬ 
ings,  particularly  in  the  larger  dairies  where  the  milk  is' sent  oil  to  London  and 


Warminster, 

.  February  22nd,  1907. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  time  has  again  come  round  for  me  to  present  to  you  my  annual  Report  as  to  the  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  town  during  the  past  year,  and  I  shall,  as  is  my  usual  custom,  commence  with  the 
mortality  and  causes  of  same  during  that  period. 

The  deaths  of  100  persons  have  been  registered  in  the  district,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  18-02  per  1,000. 
From  this  number  must  be  deducted  the  deaths  of  eleven  non-resident  dying  in  the  Workhouse  and  Cottage 
Hospital,  which  reduces  the  number  of  deaths  to  89,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  16-04  per  1,000.  I  may  remark 
that  this  is  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  that  has  occurred  in  any  year  since  1899.  I  think  this  increase 
may  be  partly  attributable  to  the  number  of  deaths  in  Workhouse  and  Cottage  Hospital,  and  also  to  an 
increase  in  deaths  from  Phthisis  and  Cancer,  which  in  each  case  numbered  11.  The  ages  of  death  ranged 
from  two  hours  to  89  years,  and  the  deaths  of  persons  over  80  years  of  age  numbered  20,  which  is  greatly  in 
excess  of  the  usual  number,  and  was  also  a  factor  in  the  increase  of  the  death  rate. 

Nine  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  which  is  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  84  per  1,000  children 
born.  One  death  occurred  from  Diphtheria  and  one  from  Membranous  Croup. 

The  births  numbered  106,  equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  19-1  per  1,000. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  to  me,  viz.,  seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  eight  of 
Diphtheria,  four  of  Erysipelas,  and  one  each  of  Enteric  Fever  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Scarlet  Fever.  During  the  later  months  of  1905  we  were  troubled  with  an  outbreak  of  this  disease,  which 
extended  well  into  the  new  year,  four  cases  having  occurred  in  January  and  February.  Since  then  only  three 
cases  were  reported  to  me,  viz.,  one  in  Septernher,  one  in  October,  and  one  in  November. 

Diphtheria.  We  have  been  particularly  free  of  this  disease  for  some  years,  only  three  cases  having 
occurred  during  the  past  five  years,  but  in  October  a  case  was  notified  to  me,  followed  by  three  others  in  the 
month  of  November,  and  four  in  December.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  description,  but  a  few 
were  of  a  severe  type  and  primarily  attacked  the  larynx.  We  are  not  as  yet  free  of  this  disease,  four  new 
cases  having  occurred  during  the  month  of  January  and  two  as  recently  as  last  week.  The  cause  of  this 
outbreak  was  apparently  due  to  the  imperfect  condition  of  the  drains  of  the  British  Schools  in  The  Close,  and 
although  children  attending  other  schools,  and  some  not  attending  school,  were  attacked,  the  majority  of 
cases,  particularly  at  first,  were  in  children  attending  those  schools.  These  drains  have  now  been  thoroughly 
overhauled,  and  the  drains  of  all  the  schools  in  the  town  have  been  tested. 

The  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  of  a  mild  character,  but  the  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  a  much  more  serious 
matter,  attacking  as  it  did  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town,  whose  long  and  tedious  illness  was  much 
regretted  by  all  parties,  and  I  am  sure  i  am  expressing  not  only  my  own  feelings,  but  those  of  the  Council 
and  town  generally,  in  congratulating  Mr.  Willcox  on  his  recovery,  and  wishing  him  a  speedy  return  to  his 
usual  health  and  strength. 

The  question  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital  has  not  received  much  consideration  during  the  past  year.  One 
reason  was,  I  think,  that  the  Council  rather  expected  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  or  some  other  authority,  of  my  suggestion  in  last  year’s  report,  that  the  present  Isolation  Hospital 
should  be,  if  occasion  required,  used  asm  temporary  Smallpox  Hospital. 

Complaints  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Sewage  Farm  were  made  by  a  gentleman  residing  near 
the  farm,  and  although  it  is  useless  disguising  the  fact  that  at  times  a  nuisance  may  arise  from  the  treatment 
of  sewage,  I.  think  that  in  this  case  the  nuisance  arose  from  the  overflow  of  a  private  cesspit  into  the  road 
gulley  near  the  house.  This  has  now  been  remedied  with  marked  good  effect.  Complaints  were  also  made 
of  the  disagreeable  emanations  from  some  of  the  manholes  in  the  town,  particularly  in  Portway,  where  the 
sewer  is  very  flat  and  sewage  is  apt  to  accumulate,  notwithstanding  the  regular  flushing  of  the  sewer. 
Several  of  the  manholes  have  now  been  closed  down  with  good  result,  and  I  do  not  think  any  danger  can  arise 
from  doing  so,  as  independent  of  public  shafts,  there  are  over  twenty  others  connected  with  private  houses  in 
the  street,  and  many  of  the  manholes  still  remain  open. 

The  Council  have  made  great  improvements  at  the  Sewage  Farm  and  Pumping  Station.  The  Sewage 
Farm  has  been  underdrained,  but  sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  for  any  marked  improvement  to  be  noticed. 
New  detritis  and  screening  chambers  have  been  constructed  at  the  Pumping  Station,  which  I  hope  will  lessen 
the  amount  of  sludge  pumped  to  the  farm,  and  will  prevent  any  sewage  from  flowing  direct  into  the  river. 

Water  Supply.  An  analysis  of  the  water  taken  a  few  weeks  ago  continues  to  show  a  high  degree  of 
purity,  but  the  yield  of  the  Jersey  Hill  spring  has  been  gradually  decreasing  during  the  last  three  years  ;  this 
became  particularly  noticeable  during  the  past  summer,  and  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  keeping  up  a 
constant  supply  for  the  town.  It  was  found  that  large  quantities  of  water  passed  the  well  and  wasted  itself 
in  the  pond,  this  waste  has  now  been  intercepted,  and  collected  in  a  new  reservoir  capable  of  holding  about 
50,0(.0  gallons.  The  daily  average  consumption  of  water  amount  to  125,000  gallons. 

The  workshops  in  the  town,  which  number  23,  and  employ  about  100  hands,  have  been  regularly 
inspected.  I  made  a  report  tc  the  Council  of  the  circular  note  received  from  the  Home  Office  respecting  the 
supervision  of  outworkers.  Only  one  outworker  is  employed  by  tradesmen  in  the  town,  but  there  are  a 
number  of  outworkers  employed  by  a  firm  of  glovers  at  Westbury,  and  until  I  applied  for  a  list  of  these  a 
few  months  ago  I  had  no  idea  of  the  number  employed,  but  I  find  from  the  list  that  there  are  about  40 
resident  in  the  town. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  much  to  complain  of  in  the  condition  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds.  These  have 
been  regularly  visited,  and  in  some  cases  I  can  report  improvement.  The  dairies  are  very  little  used  for  the 
storage  of  milk,  as  some  send  their  milk  away  direct  to  the  large  towns,  and  the  remainder  cart  it  round  to 
their  customers  in  the  town  once  or  twice  a  day.  I  do  not  think  the  blame  of  impure  milk  should  rest 
entirely  on  the  dairyman’s  shoulders,  as  in  many  of  the  cottages  the  milk  is  stored  in  dirty  receptacles,  and 
placed  in  places  where  it  has  every  chance  of  becoming  contaminated  by  the  surroundings.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  the  children  of  the  poor  suffer  more  from  the  want  of  milk  than  from  disease  contracted  by  its  use,  and 
I  think  a  great  deal  of  the  mortality  in  young  children  is  due  to  an  inadequate  supply  of  milk. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughter  houses  continue  in  a  satisfactory  state,  but  notice  to  limewash  has  been 
given  in  a  few  instances.  * 

I  have  made  monthly  reports  on  any  insanitary  condition  or  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  which  came 
under  my  notice,  and  I  personally  investigated  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  me. 

The  usual  statistical  tables  accompany  this  Report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDK.  I.  FLOWER,  ' 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


A. 


St 


•• 


■' 

«>•  «M  '  i  ‘  wj|  I 

. 

‘  •  I 

■' 


- 


•  ‘ 


I 


. 


f 


. 


. 


f 

.. 

.  .  ■ 


V  ‘ 


t .  • 


■■ 


;  ■  >  .  • . 


- 

•  f 

t  \f  '  ,|f 

r  '  ■  ’  ' 


..  . 


.  —!J\  I* 

.  *t  r 


' 


.  .  . 


„.rif 


other  large  towns,  but  in  some  of  the  smaller  dairies  things  are  not  as  they  ought 
to  be.  Greater  cleanliness  is  required  in  the  milkers,  both  as  regards  their  dress 
and  the  state  of  their  hands.  There  are  a  number  of  modern  and  excellent 
cowsheds  in  the  district,  and  our  constant  inspections  have  made  the  owners  more 
careful  as  to  the  state  of  the  roofs,  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  walls.  In  one  dairy 
I  inspected  in  the  summer  I  found  the  cowshed  occupied  by  over  50  pigs  placed 
there  for  fatting,  and  on  going  there  again  later  on  1  found  the  cows  had  taken 
the  place  of  the  pigs,  but  beyond  thoroughly  washing  out  the  floors,  no  attempt 
had  been  made  to  render  the  sheds  clean  and  sweet  by  limewashing. 

Regular  inspection  of  the  whole  district  has  been  carried  out  in  conjunction 
with  the  Sanitary  Officer.  The  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  are  well  kept 
and  regularly  limewashed.  As  regards  the  circular  letter  received  from  the 
Home  Office  as  to  the  inspection  of  the  dwellings  of  home  workers,  I  made  the 
following  report  to  the  Council  : — The  subject  of  the  supervision  of  outworkers 
and  the  reporting  of  same  to  Home  Office  has  been  one  of  the  extra  duties 
imposed  on  Medical  Officer’s  of  Health  since  1901,  and  as  regards  myself  I  may 
sav  that  1  have  carried  out  those  duties  to  the  best  of  mv  ability.” 

I  will  take  paragraphs  1  and  2  together. 

As  far  as  1  can  ascertain  there  are  no  firms  in  the  district  employing 
outworkers,  but  there  are  a  number  working  in  the  district  for  a  firm  of  glovers  at 
Westburv.  I  have  within  the  last  few  weeks  been  supplied  with  a  list  of  these, 
but  prior  to  that  I  have  never  received  any  list.  I  shall  now  be  able  as  I  inspect 
the  various  villages  to  look  into  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  homes  of  these 
outworkers. 

As  regards  paragraphs  3  and  4. 

1  do  not  think  there  is  any  danger  of  work  being  carried  on  in  premises 
where  dangerous  infectious  diseases  exist,  as  one  of  my  first  enquiries  in  such 
cases  would  be  as  to  the  occupation  of  all  the  inmates,  and  if  I  found  any  engaged 
in  work  likely  to  spread  infection.  I  should  immediately  forbid  its  continuance. 
Although  this  matter  applies  to  rural  districts  in  a  minor  degree,  it  is  I  think 
directed  more  particularly  to  large  towns  and  cities  where  work  is  carried  on  in 
crowded  and  insanitary  dwellings. 

The  only  factories  or  workshops  in  the  district  are  a  couple  of  wool  stores, 
a  building  for  the  manufacture  of  American  cloth,  and  a  few  flour  mills.  There 
are  blacksmith’s  and  carpenter’s  shops  in  most  of  the  villages,  and  saw  mills  on 
the  Longleat  and  Heytesbury  estates. 

No  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  public  sewers,  and  the  sewage 
disposal  is  that  common  in  most  rural  districts. 

The  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  will  be 
found  attached  to  this  report. 


I  am,  Mi-.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDERICK  I.  FLOWER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 

Warminster  Rural  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  Warminster 
Rural  District  Council. 
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